CHAPTER XIV
THE DAWN OF SCIENTIFIC MEDICINE IN THE
XIX  CENTURY
PARADOXICAL as it may seem, the portrayal of medical history
becomes more difficult as one approaches modern times. The
facts are available, to be sure ; indeed, they are available in
such profusion of detail that a selection must be made if one's
work is to be contained within a single volume.
There has been a tendency in recent histories of medicine
to lay stress on the modern period. In Garrison's well-known
history this period occupies half the book; in Castiglioni's
history about one-third.
The modern history of medicine is a matter of common
knowledge, and the literature dealing with it is already very
considerable in bulk.
There is, however, another reason why it is not easy to write
modern medical history. We find ourselves constantly comparing
the present-day condition of medicine and surgery with that of
fifty or a hundred years ago. The history of more remote periods
challenges no such comparison, and the facts have been studied
so fully and so frequently that they have settled down to an
accepted place and value in the light of the present day. Con-
sequently, instead of trying to evaluate recent discoveries, and to
set forth the facts in their true perspective, it is advisable at this
stage to abandon the analytic in favour of the synthetic method,
to set down the main facts briefly and concisely, and to leave
criticism to subsequent generations.
This survey of medical history will accordingly be completed
by glancing at some of the great medical advances of the nine-
teenth century, and at the lives of a few of the distinguished
medical men of that time.
Sir Charles Bell and His Work
At the gate of the century stands Sir CHARLES BELL (1774-
1842), the greatest medical discoverer since Harvey, and one
" whose name must be placed in the front rank among those who
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